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TThhee  KKnnoott  UUnniitteess  

North Staffordshire RBL 

 
 

Registered Charity No 219279. 

Diary of Events 
 

9 September 2012  

 Standard Bearer Competition 

16 September 2012 

Battle of Britain Service Fradley 

3 November 2012 

Festival of Remembrance - King’s Hall, Stoke 

13 January 2013 

County Conference - Uttoxeter 

  
Standard Bearer Training 

The Polish Club, Stafford. 

 

 8 August 2012  

 19 September 2012  Cancelled 

 24 October 2012 

 21 November 2012 

 19 December 2012  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

There are important changes taking place in 

Membership in 2013.  It is essential you are 

aware of them and note what they are, please 

read ‘Membership Services – Changes for 

2012/13’ on page two. 

By the time many of you read this I shall be out 

of the County Office and unavailable until 

Monday 6 August, 

Thank you, 

Yours sincerely, 

Alan Preece 
County Secretary 
 

Contact Details:  

AT Preece 

County Secretary 

The Royal British Legion 

Haig House  

Ferranti Court 

Stafford Technology Park   

Stafford 

ST18 0LQ 

 

Telephone: 01785 226526 

Legion Mobile: 07900 058 650 

E-mail: apreece@britishlegion.org.uk 

The New MS4 
MS4/12 – now in circulation.  MS4/10 will 

not be accepted at CDI after 31 December 

2012 due to HMRC changes to the Gift Aid 

declaration that must be implemented as of 1 

January 2013 

 

There will be a restriction of 100 per branch, 

any larger quantity will require authorisation 

from the Membership Services Manager to 

help prevent the branches from ordering 

unjustifiable quantities. But please remember 

to pass any such request through the County 

Office. 

 

mailto:apreece@britishlegion.org.uk
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Scenes 

 

Membership Services – Changes for 
2012/13 

The membership forms have to be amended in 

view of the change in membership fees and new 

legal requirements for Gift Aid declarations.  The 

MS4 will be reprinted and will be for use of all 

new branch members.  The MEM20 will not be 

reprinted as a membership form.  All previous 

versions of the MS4 must be destroyed as we will 

be penalised for using incorrect Gift Aid 

Declarations from 1 January 2013. 

 

If members paying by Direct Debit do not receive 

their new membership card by mid-October they 

should inform their County Secretary as soon as 

possible who will contact Membership Services.  

This will provide sufficient time to investigate the 

problem and issue a new card if necessary. If 

Membership Services have not been advised by 1 

February a new card will not be issued until next 

renewal; the member will be issued with a proof of 

membership letter instead.  The only exception 

will be if a member is willing to pay for a new 

card. 

 

On the renewal letter for cash payers the 

membership card will not be in the top right hand 

corner, this section of the form will now contain a 

DD mandate; the renewal card will be further 

down the letter. 

 

 

 

Standard Bearer pens book of poems to 

raise funds for Legion 

A Royal British Legion standard bearer who 

admits to being an awful speller has written a 

book of poems inspired by everyday life for the 

organisation to raise funds for the Legion. 

 Alan Chilvers, 65, of Watton in Norfolk, 

completed Poems From a Silly Grandad – a title 

inspired by his four-year-old granddaughter 

Maisie Chilvers. 

 Mr Chilvers said: “She always says to me 

‘you’re a silly grandad.” 

 The retired postman has been a Standard Bearer 

for The Royal British Legion’s Watton and 

District Branch for the past 15 years. 

Poems From a Silly Grandad features 75 poems, 

which have been written over the past 15 years 

since Mr Chilvers completed a night course at 

Northgate High School in Dereham and achieved 

a grade C in GCSE English. 

Poems From a Silly Grandad costs £4.99 and £1 

from every sale will go towards the Legion. It is 

available from Mr Chilvers by ringing 07749 

276676 or emailing 

alanbchilvers@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 
 

mailto:alanbchilvers@hotmail.co.uk
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Armed Forces Day Sunday 1 July 2012 

Queen’s Park Longton 

 

 
 

The parade formed up at the Cocknage Road 

entrance at 2 pm, marching off at 2.15 pm 

towards the bandstand for the Drumhead 

Service.  Led by Audley Brass the parade 

consisted of standards, veterans, serving 

personnel, cadets, youth organisations and 

schools. On route we passed the saluting dais, 

where the salute was taken by the Lord 

Lieutenant. 

 

At the bandstand the standards were arranged 

in a single column, while the Veterans and 

Cadet Forces formed up around it. 

 

The Drumhead Service was conducted by a 

number of local religious leaders.  The 

Chairman of the AFD Committee, Maj (Rtd) 

Gordon Beddow gave thanks to those that 

supported and sponsored the committee in 

making the event possible. 

 

There were numerous stands promoting the 

various aspects of service life today and days 

gone by. A lone piper, musical entertainment, 

military vehicles of yesteryear, a diorama of a 

Normandy D Day cottage used as a casualty 

collecting station. 

 

Following the Drumhead Service entertainment 

was provided by the singer Julie Roberts, piper 

Ryan Greenhalgh and Audley Brass.  

 

 

Legion invites Ministers to try the 

Forces life 

The Royal British Legion has challenged 

Defence officials and politicians to try Armed 

Forces housing for themselves. 

  

“Anyone who is responsible for housing our 

Armed Forces families should try living in the 

housing, which some Armed Forces families 

are expected to endure, for a week with their 

own families,” says the Legion’s Director 

General, Chris Simpkins. “I suspect we’d see 

a lot less discussion and a lot more action as a 

direct result.” 

  

The Legion’s challenge follows on the heels 

of a Defence Select Committee report which 

deplores the state of Services accommodation.  

  

“The Legion has campaigned on this issue for 

five years and we agree absolutely that some 

Forces housing is unfit for purpose and is a 

key Military Covenant issue,” said Chris. 

“What’s more, we agree that delaying 

improvements is a false economy which will 

cost more in the long run. 

  

“We call on Government to act on this report 

without delay. Any ministers who feel that 

further delays are acceptable should spend 

their summer vacations in Forces housing and 

see whether their families agree with them.” 
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British Sikh Legion members 

pay tribute to Fallen at memorial 
sites in Belgium 

 

A UK delegation of British Sikhs, including 

Legion members from the West Midlands, 

visited Belgium in June to pay tribute to 

soldiers who were killed in World War I.   

  

The quartet consisted of Mr Dal Singh 

Dhesy, Mr Gurbachan Singh Jammu, Mr 

Gurdev Singh Manku (Honorary Alderman 

Birmingham City) and Mrs Baldev Kaur 

Manku, from the Sikh Community and 

Youth Service UK, in Handsworth, 

Birmingham who are also members of the 

Legion.  They paid their respects to the 

missing and those killed in action by 

participating in the Last Post ceremony at the 

Menin Gate. They also laid a wreath from 

the Sikh community, to honour the fallen.  

  

They were joined by Mr John Blyth, former 

Labour Party Councillor; Mr Dan Watson – 

Office of West Midlands MEP; Councillor 

Barbara Weed – Warwick District Council; 

Councillor Margaret Lovatt – Staffordshire 

Moorlands District Council; Councillor Vic 

Silvester – Sandwell Council; Councillor 

Eric Drinkwater – Burntwood Council; and 

other community representatives.    

  

Over 54,896 names, including those of Sikh 

soldiers, who fought for the British Indian 

Army, are engraved on the walls of the 

Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing. 

  

  

 

A Remembrance wreath was also laid at 

Bedford House Cemetery in Ypres where 

some Sikh soldiers are buried and at the 

Memorial in the Hollebeke village where the 

Sikh soldiers were first posted in this region.  

 

 
It should be noted that pure Sikh Regiments 

of 15th Ludhiana Sikhs, 47th Sikhs, 34th 

Sikh Pioneers and mixed Regiments like 9th 

Bhopal Infantry, 57th Wilde's Rifles and 

others, fought in Belgium twice in October 

1914 and April 1915. It is believed that 

nearly four thousand Sikhs have died in and 

around Ypres although the Commonwealth 

War Grave Commission has recorded only 

493 British Indian soldiers.  

 

According to historical records, Indian Corps 

had lost 34,252 men (dead, wounded or 

prisoners of war) in 14 months on the 

Western Front (France - Belgium) and on 27 

April 1915, out of 444 men of 47th Sikhs, 

348 did not come back. However the Menin 

Gate memorial in Ypres has the names of 

only 15 Sikhs of the 47th Sikhs.  Between 24 

April and 1 May 1915, the Lahore Sikh 

Division had lost 3,889 men or 30% of the 

troops it had employed. 
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 Prime Minister praises 
Legion's work 

More than 160 Peers and MPs, including the 

Prime Minister, crowded into the Members’ 

Dining Room in Parliament yesterday to 

celebrate the Legion’s work. This year’s 

annual parliamentary reception focused on 

putting the principles of the Armed Forces 

Covenant into practice at a local level.  It 

was also an opportunity for the Legion to say 

“thank you” for everything Parliament has 

done in the past twelve months, including 

ensuring those Covenant principles were 

written into law, and to raise awareness of 

the MoD’s Community Covenant scheme as 

a way of bringing the principles to life on the 

ground. 

  

The Prime Minister described the Legion as 

one of the finest social service organisations 

in the country. He said that writing the 

principles of the Armed Forces Covenant 

into law – the product of a major campaign 

by the Legion - was hugely important, and 

that the Legion was “knocking at an open 

door” when it came to improving the welfare 

of Armed Forces personnel. Mr Cameron 

said the Legion had a key role to play in 

supporting those who serve. 

 

Many senior Parliamentarians, including the 

Prime Minister, heard speeches from the 

Legion’s National President, Director 

General and National Chairman, who all 

thanked MPs for their support. 

  

MPs were interested to learn more about 

Community Covenants, a Ministry of 

Defence initiative that the Legion is 

wholeheartedly supporting. A dedicated 

Community Covenant stall at the reception 

informed MPs that Community Covenants 

are a signed agreement of mutual support 

between communities and the Armed 

Forces.  

Reports from local authorities indicate that 

over 75 local authorities have so far signed 

Community Covenants. Those areas have 

seen housing initiatives and grants made 

available to improve the lives of Service and 

ex-Service personnel. 

  

The event was sponsored by Andrew Percy 

MP, whose support was crucial in persuading 

the Government to appoint a Chief Coroner. 

 

 

Poppy Shop 

Using our Poppy Shop is easy.  Just browse 

our online store and make your purchases.  

You will be asked to register so return 

shopping is even quicker - just login and 

make your purchases.  Buying from the 

Poppy Shop provides funding for The Royal 

British Legion to continue their work helping 

the Armed Forces family. 

www.poppyshop.org.uk  0300 123 9110 
 

 

http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/

